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 December 
 
 4 Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 
 **parent/teacher conferences 
 
 6 Winter Fair 
 
10  Snow Date - Winter Fair 
 
11  PTO Book Fair—gymnasium 
 Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 
 **parent/teacher conferences 
 
12  PTO Book Fair—gymnasium 

 
13  Toy Drive **Dress Your Best  
         PTO Book Fair—gymnasium 
 
18  Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 

 **parent/teacher conferences 
 
19    Senior Readers 
 
20  Choral Spectrum 
 Early Release - 1:15 dismissal 
 
23-31  NO SCHOOL -Winter Vacation 

 January 
 
 1 NO SCHOOL-Winter Vacation 
  
 8 PTO Meeting 7:00 PM - Café 
 
10 PTO Movie Night 6:30-8:00 PM 
 Café 
 
20  NO SCHOOL - MLK Day 

 
24  “What’s For Lunch?” Cultural 

 Fair—6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. (gym) 
 

31 *snow date “What’s For Lunch?” 
 Cultural Fair—6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 

Important Dates 

Full Day Wednesdays 
As a reminder, starting in January we will 
have FULL DAY Wednesdays.  Our Early 
Release Wednesdays will resume again on 
March 18th.  If you have any questions 
about the school calendar, you can always 
access the 2019-2020 District Calendar on 
our website. 

SAVE THE DATE!      Orchard Hill Cultural Fair     FRIDAY, JANUARY 24TH  

THIS YEAR OUR THEME IS:  “What’s For Lunch?” 
What does your family love eating for lunch?  Do you have a family favorite recipe?  Come 
share samples from your “lunchbox” and taste others!!   
**LOOK FOR MORE INFORMATION COMING HOME IN JANUARY!! 
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Subs tute Teachers Needed 
 
 

Do you want to make a posi ve 
difference in the South Windsor 

community? 
Do you enjoy working with school age 

children? 
Are you looking for a flexible schedule 

that meets your family's needs? 
South Windsor Public Schools is accepting 
applications for substitute teachers to provide 
classroom support to students in elementary, 
middle and high school. Assignments for 
substitute teachers are available at all grade 
levels and all subject areas. 
 
Effective October 1, 2019, substitute teachers will 
be paid $90/day for full day assignments, and 
daily substitute teachers who hold a teaching 
certification (or are retired teachers) will be paid 
$100/day for full day assignments. 
 
To learn more about this great opportunity,  go to 
http://www.southwindsorschools.org/departments/
personnel_and_administration/substitutes   

Cold Weather 
Yes, it’s that time of 
year and cold weather 
is upon us.  Although it 
gets cold we still go 
outside for recess, as 
long as the temperature 
is above 20 degrees.  
So...please have your child wear appropriate 
clothing—jacket, hat, gloves.  Thank you!! 

Winter Fair 
On Friday, December 6th, we are very excited to 
give all students at Orchard Hill 
the ability to shop for their families 
for the holidays. This year, outside 
craft vendors will be set up in the 
gym with their items for students 
to purchase. A shopping list will be sent home 
with each student (as the date gets closer) so that 
families can work with their child on their list. All 
items will be priced $5.00 or less. Students will 
visit the Winter Fair with their classrooms during 
the school day. 

Hour of Code 
Between December 9‐13, students around 

the world will 

celebrate Com‐

puter Science 

Education Week  by 

participating in  an 

Hour of Code event at their school. Students 

at each grade level will have the oppor‐

tunity to try their hand at coding activities 

during their STEM class time. Students 

have the ability to access Hour of Code at 

home by using the following link: https://

hourofcode.com/us/learn 
Science Olympiad 

Does your family enjoy 
science? If so, come 
participate in a morning 
of science excitement at 
South Windsor High 
School on December 
14th from 10-12. Watch 
South Windsor high school students compete in 
Science Olympiad practice events or sign up to 
take part in a family straw building challenge!  The 
winning tower from each school will receive 
recognition and a special Science Olympiad med-
al.  This challenge is open to families with elemen-
tary school age students.  Parents must participate, 
and registration is required.  Click on the link be-
low for more details. 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSd27EDouYreWvP0TeG9oJAfrwmj6EKFdK7ag



From the Literacy Department…Supporting Your Reader at Home, Part 2 

How do I talk about books with my child? 
 
In college I had the privilege of meeting author Paula Fox. What she said has stuck with me. “Books make 
us laugh, cry, or change our minds.” She is right. The whole point of reading is to engage with text to build 
understandings which can lead to a release of emotion or new knowledge and understandings about the 
world around us. 
Part of building understanding is talking about what we read. As adults we not only share titles and au-
thors, but also what drew us to a particular book, what kept us engaged in a book, and what the book was 
about. It is equally important to have those discussions with children. We need to encourage students to 
talk about books too. They need to know that reading is about more than just reading the words on the 
page. It is about bringing the story to life, getting to know the characters, expanding your knowledge, or 
stretching your way of thinking. Here are some questions you can ask at home to build rich conversations 
and understanding about books. 

 Who is your favorite character? Why? 
 

 How does the character feel? How do you know that? 
 

 What is your favorite part of the book? Why? 
 

 How did the character solve his/her problem? Did you like the way it was solved? How would you 
solve it? 

 
 How do you feel about __________ (something that happened in the story)? 

 
 How would you describe the main character? What makes you say that? 

 
 If you could change the title, what would it be? Why? 

 
 Which character would you like to meet in real life? Why? 

 
 What do you wish was different about the book? Why? 

 
 What is one thing you would ask the author? 

 
 Was there one big thing you learned from this book? 

There are so many different conversations we can have with our children about the books. Any discus-
sion you decide to have about a book is wonderful. So tonight, after everyone has read a book, talk 
about it! 

 
One of my favorite stories  

Llama Llama Gives Thanks by Anna Dewdney 
 
Llama Llama learns to be thankful for many things at Thanksgiving and all year long. 
Happy Reading!      Miss LaMontagne, Literacy Coach  


